
From the Editor’s Desk

JRRD Year in Review
The year 2006 was a banner year for the
Journal of Rehabilitation Research and
Development (JRRD). The JRRD Web site
(http://www.rehab.research.va.gov) experi-
enced more than 3.3 million downloads, up
101 percent from the previous year. We intro-
duced a “cluster searching” tool to our Web site
that allows concentrated searching of defined
topics within JRRD articles and archival mate-
rials, which currently date back
to 1977 and are accessed regu-
larly. Moreover, we revamped
the content and look of the
lay person’s “JRRD at a
Glance” to enhance its read-
ability and published four
single-topic issues devoted
to multiple sclerosis, post-
stroke rehabilitation, robot-
ics, and vision rehabilitation,
which is more than any pre-
vious year.

We made significant strides
in our behind-the-scenes edito-
rial work as well, increasing the JRRD
rejection rate to almost 40 percent and
reducing the average time from submission
to publication to 10.7 months. The average
time from the initial full review to a first
decision was 66 days; if a revision was
required, a second decision was reached in
an average of 36 days. In 2006, JRRD
received more than 700 reviews, with an
average of 3.8 and a range of 1 to 5 reviews

per paper. Since 2002, when we began eval-
uating editorial metadata, we have had a
36 percent increase in the number of pages
published each year and a 54 percent
increase in the number of subscribers! To
increase the value-added data of JRRD arti-
cles, we added online appendixes and direct
hyperlinks from online references to
PubMed. Finally, the JRRD Editorial Board

adopted and implemented the
conflict of interest policy and
clinical trial registration rec-
ommendations of the Interna-
tional Committee of Medical
Journal Editors.

Our 2006 achievements
would not have been possible
without the help of our Editor
in Chief, Dr. Robert L. Ruff;
our distinguished Editorial
Board; and the 312 JRRD
reviewers whom we would
like to publicly thank in the
following pages. We deeply

appreciate all who volunteered their time and
expertise to review JRRD submissions. We
hope that the relationships we have cultivated
will continue and expand. As always, we
welcome your input. Thank you.

Stacieann C. Yuhasz, PhD
Editor, Journal of Rehabilitation Research
and Development 
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