
APPENDIX 1 

Action Words Selected for Study 
 
List 1: 
 
Item LOP Syllable Freq. Familiar. Age  Image. Visual 

  
drilling 6 2 30 2.62 3.33 3.81 5.05 
weighing 4 2 33 3.14 3.55 3.58 3.93 
roaring 5 2 27 2.21 3.20 3.50 5.98 
stopping 6 2 240 5.57 1.83 3.00 4.98 
folding 6 2 20 4.43 2.87 4.19 3.60 
building 6 2 249 3.10 2.23 4.03 5.20 
yawning 5 2 3 5.24 2.64 4.39 3.03 
begging 5 2 34 2.45 3.73 3.92 5.20 
sliding 6 2 43 2.38 2.15 3.53 4.88 
licking 5 2 14 3.79 2.20 4.11 4.83 
Total 
Mean 

 
5.4 

 
2 

 
69.3 

 
3.49 

 
2.77 

 
3.80 

 
4.67 

 
 
List 2: 
 
Item LOP Syllable Freq. Familiar. Age Image. Visual  

 
digging 5 2 32 2.29 2.53 4.17 4.30 
stirring 6 2 39 4.36 2.78 4.06 3.55 
crawling 6 2 37 2.00 1.95 4.00 3.58 
watering 7 3 12 3.45 2.85 4.00 4.48 
drawing 5 2 222 3.88 1.93 4.39 4.50 
diving 5 2 11 2.73 3.70 4.50 4.38 
dripping 6 2 14 3.10 3.13 3.47 2.38 
sinking 6 2 40 2.07 3.38 3.69 4.65 
marching 5 2 37 1.93 2.93 4.53 5.63 
carrying 6 3 304 5.48 2.30 3.81 3.13 
Total 
Mean 

 
5.7 

 
2.2 

 
74.8 

 
3.13 

 
2.75 

 
4.06 

 
4.62 

 
LOP:  Length of phonemes    Syllable:  Syllable length 
Freq.:  Frequency     Familiar.: Familiarity 
Age: Age of acquisition    Image.:  Imageability 
Visual: Visual complexity     
 

 
 



APPENDIX 1 CONTINUED 
List 3: 
 
Item LOP Syllable Freq. Familiar. Age  Image. Visual  

 
shooting 5 2 117 2.31 3.15 4.39 4.33 
knitting 5 2 18 2.12 3.35 4.64 4.40 
barking 5 2 1 2.48 2.43 3.81 5.58 
writing 5 2 561 6.43 2.33 4.89 3.68 
ringing 5 2 39 5.65 2.83 1.89 2.65 
dropping 6 2 159 3.38 2.23 3.50 3.98 
bleeding 6 2 18 3.69 2.45 4.97 4.00 
floating 6 2 23 2.76 3.08 3.89 3.15 
touching 5 2 91 5.93 1.93 3.92 3.08 
catching 5 2 146 3.83 2.08 3.89 3.63 
Total 
Mean 

 
5.3 

 
2 

 
117.3 

 
3.85 

 
2.59 

 
3.98 

 
3.84 

 
List 4: 
 
Item LOP Syllable Freq. Familiar. Age  Image. Visual  

 
raking 5 2 6 1.74 3.53 3.50 3.50 
pinching 6 2 11 2.67 2.43 3.92 3.70 
bending 6 2 50 3.81 2.73 3.81 3.23 
singing 5 2 120 4.33 2.38 4.44 3.55 
kneeling 5 2 21 3.88 2.62 4.14 3.83 
peeling 5 2 14 4.12 3.25 3.94 4.60 
watching 5 2 209 6.02 1.92 3.42 4.40 
praying 5 2 30 3.43 2.75 4.42 4.55 
juggling 7 3 2 2.33 3.75 4.50 5.28 
climbing 6 2 65 3.48 2.35 4.83 4.65 
Total 
Mean 

 
5.5 

 
2.1 

 
52.8 

 
3.58 

 
2.77 

 
4.09 

 
4.12 

 
LOP:  Length of phonemes 
Syllable:  Syllable length 
Freq.:  Frequency 
Familiar.: Familiarity 
Age: Age of acquisition 
Image.:  Imageability 
Visual: Visual complexity 
 




