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REORGANIZATION 

Since its inception, the Committee on Prosthetic-Orthotic Education 
(CPOE) has sought to accomplisll its mission by a program of educa- 
tional activities conducted by several standing subcommittees. The 
parent Committee acted, for the most part, as an approving or advisory 
body. This type of organization served CPOE's purposes satisfactorily 
in the past; more recently, however, the Committee reexamined its 
effectiveness in meeting current needs, particularly in the light of other, 
more productive approaches being used and reported. It  was determined 
that, in the accomplishment of specific tasks, the formation of transient 
committees would offer certain advantages and that a project- or 
problem-oriented organization should be considered. Subsequently, it 
was proposed and agreed upon that task forces or project teams be 
formed, as needed, to pursue specific major endeavors and that: a. the 
task force leader be directly responsible to CPOE; and b. ad hoc groups 
be disbanded upon completion of their tasks. By these means, it is 
believed that organization lines have been tightened, bringing the pro- 
gram closer to the parent Committee. CPOE has become a more func- 
tional group with responsibility not only of approving program activi- 
ties and making recommendations, but also of proposing projects, deter- 
mining priorities, and establishing courses of action to deal wit11 prob- 
lems in the areas of prosthetic and orthotic education. 

At present, CPOE has a Task Force on Standardization of Prosthetic- 
Orthotic Terminology and an Ad Hoc Committee on Educational Pro- 
grams for General Surgeons. 

LIAISON ACTIVITY 

The Committee on Prosthetic-Orthotic Education, under the Division 
of Medical Sciences, has, since its formation, maintained liaison with the 
Committee on Prosthetics Research and Development (CPRD), under 
the Division of Engineering. Effective March 15, 1972, CPRD was trans- 
ferred to the Division of Medical Sciences. With both Committees now 
functioning in the same Division, a closely integrated operation is 
anticipated. 
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STANDARDIZATION OF PROSTHETIC-ORTHOTIC TERMINOLOGY 

In the spring of 1971, in cooperation with several other groups, CPOE 
established a Task Force on Prosthetic-Orthotic Terminology. Repre- 
sented on the Task Force are the American Orthotic and Prosthetic 
Association-American Board for Certification; the Veterans Adminis- 
tration; the University Council on Prosthetic-Orthotic Education; the 
American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons; the Social and Rehabilita- 
tion Service, Department of Health, Education, and Welfare; the Com- 
mittee on Prosthetics Research and Development and the Committee 
on Prosthetic-Orthotic Education, National Research Council. 

T o  date, three workshops have been held to: 1. establish a master 
prosthetic and orthotic nomenclature system with a functional and 
anatomical orientation designed for current use, but sufficiently flexible 
to allow for future enlargement; 2. classify and define basic prostheses 
and orthoses; 3. develop subclassifications for the purpose of identifying 
differences in function, materials, and design; 4. define terminology as 
derived from the master system and its subclassifications; and 5. incor- 
porate terms and definitions in a prosthetic-orthotic glossary. 

Through the work of the Task Force it is hoped that major com- 
munication problems in prosthetics and orthotics, particularly in con- 
nection with Medicare, Medicaid, and similar health programs, may be 
eliminated. 

SURVEY OF VASCULAR SURGEONS 

Efforts are being made to bring general surgeons up-to-date in the 
management of amputees, particularly geriatric amputees. The Ad Hoc 
Committee on Educational Programs for General Surgeons met in June 
1971 to consider the feasibility of offering short-term courses in pros- 
thetics for general surgeons. As a result of that meeting, CPOE con- 
ducted a survey in August 1971 of the more than 500 members of the 
Society for Vascular Surgery and the International Cardiovascular 
Society. Encouraged by the response, the faculties of the prosthetic 
schools at New York University and Northwestern University have 
prepared tentative curricula for 2- and 3-day courses in prosthetics to 
be offered to general surgeons. 

ORTHOTICS SURVEY 

Through the combined efforts of the American Orthotic and Pros- 
thetic Association and the Committee on Prosthetic-Orthotic Education, 
a list of over 1100 clinicians involved in orthotic prescriptions was 
compiled. This list included orthopedic surgeons, physiatrists, physical 
and occupational therapists, prosthetists, and orthotists who indicated 
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their interest in receiving educational materials in orthotics and their 
willingness to provide some feedback on orthotic practices in the field. 
In the light of this response, it was determined that a useful and needed 
service could be provided by the regular publication of a bulletin on 
orthotics, possibly three times each year, initially. The availability of a 
roster of 1100 persons with interest in an exchange of information on 
orthotics and willingness to participate in small surveys could be trans- 
lated into improved orthotic services for orthopedically handicapped 
persons. 

AMPUTEE SURVEY 

The "Amputee Census," completed in 1963 under the direction of 
Dr. Harold Glattly, CPOE, is probably the most widely cited prosthetic 
statistical study in this country. Not only did it provide a profile of the 
prosthetically fitted amputee population for the period from 1961 to 
1963, but it revealed widespread practices which resulted in less than 
optimal rehabilitation of geriatric amputees. The Committee on Pros- 
thetic-Orthotic Education believes that it is time to determine what 
changes have taken place in the decade since the initial survey was made 
and what improvements have been accomplished by the overall educa- 
tional program. In response to a memoradum, 230 prosthetics facilities 
certified by the American Board for Certification in Orthotics and Pros- 
thetics, Inc., have indicated their willingness to participate in a second 
amputee survey to be conducted jointly by CPOE and the American 
Orthotic and Prosthetic Association. Changes in the amputee popula- 
tion need to be recorded, and areas that demand attention must be 
identified in order to continue intelligent planning of an improved, 
overall amputee treatment program. 

PUBLICATIONS 

CPOE's bimonthly Newsletter . . . Amputee Clinics has been very 
well received, as evidenced by a steady increase in circulation-from 
1500 to more than 3800-since publication was begun 2% years ago. 
The Newsletter is an effective vehicle for communication between 
amputee clinic chiefs and others involved in the care and management 
of amputee patients. Frequent survey-questionnaires encourage discus- 
sion of clinical problems and, hopefully, their solutions. 

The 1972 edition of Amputee Clinics in the United States and 
Canada, published yearly by CPOE, lists 453 amputee c l i n i c 4 1 9  in 
the United States and 34 in Canada. This roster is distributed to chiefs 
of the listed amputee clinics and to other rehabilitation facilities se&- 
ing reliable information for patient referral. 
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CPOE PUBLICATIONS 

1. Committee on Prosthetic-Orthotic Education. Amputee Clinics in the United 
States and Canada-1972. NAS, 1972.78 pp. 

2. Committee on Prosthetic-Orthotic Education. Amputees, Amputations and Arti- 
ficial Limbs, an  Annotated Bibliography. NAS, 1971. 54 pp. 

3. Committee on Prosthetic-Orthotic Education. Braces, Splints and Assistive De- 
vices, an Annotated Bibliography. NAS, 1971. 38 pp. 

4. Committee on prosthetic-orthotic Education. 1n;erim Report on the Standardiza- 
tion of Prosthetic and Orthotic Terminology. March 1971. 

5. Newsletter . . . Amputee Clinics, I1ol.III, Nos. 4-6, 1971. 
6. Newsletter . . . Amputee Clinics, Vol. IV, Nos. 1-3, 1972. 
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