
but all produced quotable remarks and it seemed worth- 
while to present some of these. 

One reviewer, who said he had not used Ed Holscher's 
method in bilateral amputations, was pleased to discov- 
er the idea and said "I think I would use i t . .  . if the situa- 
tion arose again. Another said: "I find the described 
traction turning device to be a very simple arrangement 
which may be very easily applied as described in the pa- 
per. Indeed, this device may provide the geriatric patient 
greater mobility to move about in  bed." 

Two reviewers could not bring themselves to recom- 
mend publication of so simple a reminder of a gadget: 
one of these urged instead the preparation of a more 
scientific paper reviewing the role of traction in modern 
amputation practice, justifying its use and specifying the 

circumstances under which it still is required in the pres- 
sent modern setting.. . and the description of the device 
could be included in such a paper. 

The other's comment was: "I do find it important to 
stress frequently the value of, and the need of, appropri- 
ate skin traction for open amputations. Many of our 
young surgeons are not aware of the effectiveness of 
traction in obtaining sufficient skin for closure with good 
sensation, subcutaneous fat, etc. This point does need to 
be continually emphasized.'' 

We also discovered that readers interested in  reconcil- 
ing the concept of early self-care and mobility (using a 
temporary prosthesis) with the use of skin traction, 
should refer to Dr. Holscher's Reference No. 3. 
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