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Ongeing and acute healthcare
challenges for VA clinicians and
clinician scientists

Presently, >10,000 amputees are eligible for VA
Services

Since 1998, the Army. has recorded over 1,870
unigue patients with amputation related diagnesis

and/or amputation procedures

Diabetes Is the #1 cause of amputation; in the
veteran population andl percentages continue to
grow.

Provide the highest guality off care ter our Veterans,
Whie pult thelr life i harm’s Wway




Ongeing and acute healthcare
challenges for VA clinicians and
clinician scientists

Over 200 soldiers have experienced major limb loss as a
result of Operation lragi Freedom/Enduring
Ereedom (OIEEE).

Most ofi these servicemen and Women have
multiple injuries

Many: of these senvicemen and Women ane Upper
limb amputees:

Many: efi these servicemen andwomen have lest
multiple limibs

Provide the highest guality: off care ter our seldiers,
Whie are putting thelr lIives in har’s Way —
Partner with WRAMC




Precious Little Evidence-Based Data EXISts
on Appropriate Treatment of Amputees
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VA [WRAMC Can Lead the

National Health Care System

= Eindings obtained from studies conducted by
WRAMC and VA can direct national health care

policy

= The Strength of the VA system IS
INTEGRATED HEALTH CARE — acute
ieatment, rehal, presthetics

= \/A IS the best for Outcomes Research, Rehab
Research and Clinical Trials




VA Health Care System:

163 hospitals

800 clinics

46 domiciliaries
LLargest healthcare system in the World

Electronic filing| system; with ever 1300 points
off care and a paperless file transier system

Statutory: obligation to asseciate with
Academia

Clinician/Clinician-scientist brain trust




The VA has the Tools to Do the Job

Excellent clinicians, physical therapists,
occupational therapists, nurses, orthotists
and prosthetists

Excellent resources driven by a definition of
“best care” health Insurance constraints

Excellent research and development in all
aspects of patient healthcare including new
devices, head-te-head trials of existing
lechnolegy, and analyses ofi “best care”




November 2003 SOTA
Conference

Analyzed commercially available orthotics and
prosthetics

. Translate current scientific and
technological advances into patient care

: Decrease 2"° complications

. Identify clinically useful outcome
measures

: Training highly skilled amputee
healthcare teams that address all the
rehabilitation needs of the amputee for life

Rttp:/WwWwWLVvard.erg/meet/wramec0s. ntm




Information Dissemination

= Primary infermation
RRD dissemination vehicle
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F ical corelat illusory body expericnoes

of decubitus ulcer formation in the

Stacieann yuhasz ’
Ph.D. Editor




Rehabilitation Research Key
Contact for Amputee-related
Research:

Danielle M. Kerkovich, Ph.D.

202-254-0258




