JRRD At A Glance Podcast Episode 5—Online Writing Guide
[Hanna Gribble] This is episode 5 of the JRRD at a Glance podcast presented by the Journal of Rehabilitation Research and Development (or JRRD) and the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs.
[Hanna Gribble] Hello, I’m Hanna Gribble. 
[Dore Mobley] And, I’m Dore Mobley. Today, technical writer/editor Charlotte Irby joins us to discuss the JRRD Online Writing Guide for Scientific and Technical Authors. So Charlotte, tell us about what prompted the new writing guide.
[Charlotte] Sure. I’ve found that authors are overwhelmed with guidelines, policies, and directives on what to do and not to do when submitting their papers for publishing. However, when they are compiling the research, writing their drafts, and creating their final proof, JRRD doesn’t offer any guidance on writing. Recognizing this need, I developed this guide to assist authors in all aspects of writing, particularly in using Plain Language, what the Government defines as, “the simplest, most straightforward way of expressing an idea.” In my 20 years of experience as a technical writer-editor, with 11 of it here at JRRD, I have found that most authors are open to my advice on ways to communicate more clearly.
[Hanna] How does the new guide relate to the JRRD Editorial Policies?
[Charlotte] The writing guide should be thought of as a supplement to the JRRD Editorial Policies. It will discuss the mechanics of good writing such as word usage, grammar, capitalization, and formatting. With its general focus, the writing guide will alsobe useful to the broader community of scientific writers. The JRRD Editorial Policies, on the other hand, specifically target JRRD authors and peer-reviewers. The newly revised editorial policies describe our process for peer-review, corrections, and conflicts of interest, as well as list the technical specifications for submissions.
[Dore] How frequently will the writing guide be published? 
[Charlotte] The writing guide is a “living” document to be updated bimonthly. The first installment, available now, covers word usage—How to choose the best word to convey your meaning, When to substitute a single word for a phrase, and Why units of measure should not be spelled out. You can access the online writing guide at www.rehab.research.va.gov/JRRD.
[Hanna] What else would you like our listeners to know about the writing guide?
[Charlotte] The guide has two other sections that I’m really excited about. They are the question-and-answer forum and the guest columnist. In the forum, authors can contact me directly by email to ask questions pertaining to any aspect of writing or to request the topic for the next bimonthly issue. I have included my email address in the guide, and I encourage authors to contact me at any time during their writing process. I will address all questions promptly. I will also include all questions and answers in the next edition to share with our readers. As for the guest columnist, I invite authors to participate as a guest writer by sharing their experiences or lessons learned in writing. To volunteer as a guest columnist, authors can email me at the email address included in the writing guide.
[Dore] Thanks Charlotte. We’ve been talking with one of JRRD’s technical writer-editors Charlotte Irby about the new Online Writing Guide for Scientific and Technical Authors. For JRRD, thanks for listening. Please submit your comments or questions on this podcast to vhajrrdinfo@va.gov.
