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A Winter Jewel, created by 89-year-old Chicago-based Veteran artist Daniel Siculan, 
was selected as First Place winner in Digital Art in the 2012 National Veterans 

his most important honor. 

“I’m blessed in that God has been good to me and I don’t have any disabilities,” said 
Siculan. “But at the same time, if I didn’t have my artwork to fall back on, life would 
be meaningless to me. Creating art has been my life and has brought me everything that 
I have. I have feelings of wonderment about how this all came to be and I am very ap-
preciative of my blessings.”

Born to Romanian parents and growing up in Martins Ferry, Ohio, Siculan said his 
mother noticed he had some artistic talent when he was about 4 years old and would 
sketch on paper. By age 11, Siculan was drawing the comics in the newspaper and car-
rying them with him wherever he went. With the support and encouragement of his 
high school teacher, who took up a collection to buy art lessons, Siculan was able to 
attend the Oglesby Art Institute in Wheeling, West Virginia, for 1 year, which he said 
“nourished the natural artist in me.”

Even as he served in the Korean War, the Air Force Corporal was drawing maps for the 
U.S. military and cartoons for his wife, Thelma. After the war, Dan moved to Chicago 
where he continued his artistry, painting scenes of the city, some right outside of his 
studio. 

Dan also enjoys creating pieces inspired by nature, animals, and people. Later in life, Dan 
volunteered his talents at the Captain James A. Lovell Federal Health Care Center in 
Chicago, where he drew portraits of injured Veterans. Siculan estimates he has sketched 
nearly a thousand Veteran portraits, enjoying conversations with each one, and says, 
“As much as the art helps me, this seems like an ideal way to open up a person’s mind.”

This year marks the 10th year of JRRD sponsoring artists for the National Veterans 
JRRD,” said Stacieann 

to people suffering with emotional and physical disabilities, it makes perfect sense for 
us to partner and support the healing efforts of our Nation’s Veterans.”
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JRRD offers a variety of value-added content on our Web site. All articles are offered in PDF PDF  and HTML versions free of 
charge. We also provide the JRRD At a Glance for each article, summarizing the main ideas and relevance to Veterans and 
other stakeholders in plain language. The JRRD At a Glance section is presented in English, Spanish, and Traditional and 

JRRD has gone mobile! As part of our continuing efforts to go green, JRRD is now available for your mobile devices 
through the online newsstand and bookstore Zinio (http://www.zinio.com). Articles are available for iPad, iPhone, Android, 
Mac, and PC through this service. JRRD hardcopy back issues are also available through the U.S. Government Bookstore 
(http://bookstore.gpo.gov/actions/GetPublication.do?stocknumber=751-004-00000-1).

Our editorial policies have changed. Revised JRRD Editorial Policies and Instructions to Authors are available online at 
Manuscript Central and on the journal’s Web site: http://www.rehab.research.va.gov/jrrd.

Top Reasons to Publish with JRRD
 High Visibility: JRRD is an established and well-respected journal widely distributed to national and  
 international audiences in print and electronic format.

 Accessibility and Archiving: Research is freely available to anyone with an Internet connection. No subscription 
 or registration is required to access full-text articles online. Articles are archived on the JRRD Web site 
 and within PubMed and many other abstract indexing companies. Legacy archival materials dating back to 1964 
 are available on the JRRD Web site.

 No Use Restrictions: After publishing on the JRRD Web site, you are free to print copies of your article to 
 

 permitted without restriction and encouraged. 

 Ease of Publication: 

Submission Instructions
Please submit manuscripts via Manuscript Central at http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/jrrd. Manuscripts are continuously 
accepted.




