About the Cover Art

O

ne of three distinguished artists whose
artwork is featured on the 2008 covers of
JRRD, Smith Iuli is a two-time champion
of the National Veterans Creative Arts Festival
(NVCAF). Iuli received his first gold medal in
the vocal solo jazz/rhythm & blues category of
the 2005 NVCAF. He won his second gold medal
in the digital art category of the 2007 NVCAF for
his painting Arc de Matatula, pictured on this issue’s cover.
Iuli is a professional blues musician (guitarist/vocalist) and graphic designer
who resides in San Marcos, California. An Army veteran and full-time illustrator with
the Department of Veterans Affairs San Diego Healthcare System, Iuli began creating digital art about 12 years ago but has been involved in art since childhood.
“Being a military brat and moving a lot, I had to find some kind of way to
entertain myself—art and music,” explained Iuli. “I ultimately began creating digital
art because of the unlimited options available to me for utilizing computer technology. The computer is a tool, just like a brush, that I use to express myself.”
For Iuli, the meaning of Arc de Matatula is both spiritual and personal. Spiritually, the piece symbolizes a gateway to a better life, deliverance from trying times,
and “finding God.” Personally, the piece is an homage to Cape Matatula—land on
the easternmost part of Tutuila, American Samoa, given to him by his grandfather.
Despite this being his second gold medal, for Iuli, the thrill of winning is not
diminished. “It’s a great feeling to be a winner. Throughout my life, art and music
have had a profound effect on my life. They have pulled me through some hard times
and helped me celebrate the great times,” says Iuli.
“The arts are the best form of therapy because they can reach down into
peoples’ souls and pull them out of the funk that they’re in—even inspire them to
accomplish things that they would never ever dream of going after.”
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Call for Papers
The Journal of Rehabilitation Research and Development (JRRD) is published by the Department of Veterans
Affairs Rehabilitation Research and Development Service. It provides researchers and other rehabilitation professionals the ideal venue for publishing original research papers for exposure to an unlimited global audience.
JRRD is now looking for contributions to all future issues. For a list of research areas covered in JRRD, please
visit <www.rehab.research.va.gov/cluster/index.html>.
Top Reasons to Publish with JRRD
High Visibility: JRRD is an established and well-respected journal widely distributed
to national and international audiences in print and electronic format. Internet downloads
from the JRRD Web site totaled 3.7 million in 2007 from six continents.
Accessibility and Archiving: Research is freely available to anyone with an Internet
connection. No subscription or registration is required to access full text articles online.
Articles are archived on JRRD’s Web site and within PubMed and many other abstract
indexing companies. Legacy archival materials dating back to 1977 are available on the
JRRD Web site.
No Use Restrictions: After publishing on the JRRD Web site, you are free to print copies
of your article to share with colleagues or post on the Web. Dissemination of your work
for educational and scientific purposes is permitted without restriction and encouraged.
Ease of Publication: Electronic submission and peer review make publishing your
research simple and efficient.
Submission Instructions
Please submit manuscripts via Manuscript Central at <http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/jrrd>. Manuscripts are
continuously accepted.

