
The art of Navy veteran Michael G. Thomp-
son is featured on this issue’s cover.  
Thompson’s digital photograph Kayak 

won him a silver medal in the 2007 National 
Veterans Creative Arts Festival.  Kayak is one of 
three images that our JRRD Editorial Board chose 
to grace the 2008 journal cover.

Like most previous featured artists, 
Thompson is an art therapy participant who has 
demonstrated extraordinary artistic expression 
despite physical or psychological challenges.  “I 

enjoy working in photography.  It helps me to concentrate and provides a vehicle to 
improve my social skills,” explained Thompson about the benefits of his therapy.

Thompson’s first exposure to photography in the context of art therapy was at 
the Veterans Affairs Long Beach Healthcare System in 1973.  This exposure revealed 
a hidden talent and sparked a lifelong study of the art.  Thompson has taken several 
college-level photography courses and studied the zone system, a photographic 
technique for determining optimal film exposure and development.

Ultimately, Thompson hones his craft through practice.  In his free time, Thompson 
loves to photograph flowers, old barns, coal mines, and ghost towns in Utah’s desert.  
Like many artists, Thompson is most inspired by a natural landscape.  “I do not ar-
range my photographs.  I find my composites within the borders of the camera range 
finder and often look for macro images that are ordinarily missed by people who do 
not look closely enough,” explained Thompson.
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from the JRRD Web site totaled 3.3 million in 2006.

Accessibility and Archiving: Research is freely available to anyone with an Internet 
connection. No subscription or registration is required to access full text articles online. 
Articles are archived on JRRD’s Web site and within PubMed and many other abstract 
indexing companies. Legacy archival materials dating back to 1977 are available on the 
JRRD Web site.

No Use Restrictions: After publishing on the JRRD Web site, you are free to print copies 
of your article to share with colleagues or post on the Web. Dissemination of your work 
for educational and scientific purposes is permitted without restriction and encouraged. 

Ease of Publication: Electronic submission and peer review make publishing your 
research simple and efficient.

Michael E. Selzer, MD, PhD, FRCP, Editor in Chief 


