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A

first-time entrant in VA’s creative arts
competition, Benjamin Snider was motivated to compete by the opportunity to
display his art. “There are very few venues in
which to show your art in the community,” said
Snider. “I stumbled onto this one while going
to an appointment and thought I’d give it a try.”

He entered an oil-on-canvas painting called “One
Morning in December” into the competition. The
painting had been in competition at another local art show, but hadn’t won anything.
Still, Snider said, the painting was “one of the newest ones I’d done, and the one I
liked best at the time.”
The painting was inspired by what he saw driving early one morning in the mountains.
The painting depicts an almost desert-like landscape with anemone-looking plants
springing from the ground and lit by a soft but shining sun. Soft blue snow blankets
the ground, muting the shadows and making the scene appear endless.
Snider is mainly self-taught but learned some basics of art composition by visiting the
crafts department of the service club on the army base in Hoechst, Germany, where
he was stationed from December 1967 until December 1970. The head of the crafts
department, whom Snider fondly remembers as “Herr Erish,” gave Snider his first
lessons. Snider recalls, “He was a very accomplished artist, and I would go there
almost daily to watch him paint. One day he had an easel and canvas
set up for me, and said, ‘Let’s see if you’ve learned anything.’”
Snider was awarded third place in VA’s creative arts competition
and is one of three artists whose artwork will be featured on JRRD’s
cover in 2009.
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Call for Papers
The Journal of Rehabilitation Research and Development (JRRD) is published by the Department of Veterans
Affairs Rehabilitation Research and Development Service. It provides researchers and other rehabilitation professionals the ideal venue for publishing original research papers for exposure to an unlimited global audience.
JRRD is now looking for contributions to all future issues. For a list of research areas covered in JRRD, please
visit <www.rehab.research.va.gov/cluster/index.html>.
Top Reasons to Publish with JRRD
High Visibility: JRRD is an established and well-respected journal widely distributed
to national and international audiences in print and electronic format. Internet downloads
from the JRRD Web site totaled 3.7 million in 2007 from six continents.
Accessibility and Archiving: Research is freely available to anyone with an Internet
connection. No subscription or registration is required to access full text articles online.
Articles are archived on JRRD’s Web site and within PubMed and many other abstract
indexing companies. Legacy archival materials dating back to 1977 are available on the
JRRD Web site.
No Use Restrictions: After publishing on the JRRD Web site, you are free to print copies
of your article to share with colleagues or post on the Web. Dissemination of your work
for educational and scientific purposes is permitted without restriction and encouraged.
Ease of Publication: Electronic submission and peer review make publishing your
research simple and efficient.
Submission Instructions
Please submit manuscripts via Manuscript Central at <http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/jrrd>. Manuscripts are
continuously accepted.

