Appendix: Effect of sequential data assembly Steps and data cleaning Stages upon FY03 Length

of Stay (LOS) Calculations, by MHC status. Denominator n =911,451.

LOS, mean, days

Stage A Stage B Stage C
MHC MHC MHC
STEP Yes Poss. No Yes Poss. No Yes Poss. No

1: Bedsection FY0O3 17.7 16.2 13.6 17.0 157 132 164 151 126

2: OBS FY03 173 158 131 166 153 128 16.0 146 122
3: EXT FYO03 36.6 313 204 275 246 174 264 234 165
4: Census FY03 516 436 272 340 328 213 327 314 203
5: NonVA FYO03 51.0 431 269 337 325 211 324 311 201
6: Fee FY03 56.1 469 286 391 365 229 362 336 213
7: FY04 Records 821 69.2 405 471 456 273 36.7 340 215
8: Fee FY04 823 69.3 405 478 461 274 371 343 216
9: FY05 Records 108.0 904 502 525 511 296 373 344 217
10: Fee FYO05 1079 903 501 524 511 296 372 344 217

Note: In this Appendix, the Possible MHC cases are also included, and their mean LOS is reported. This
table is otherwise the same as Table 3. The Stages were Stage A (original record); Stage B (delete days
prior to the first day of FY03 and after the last day of FY03; Stage C (consolidate overlapping stays).

Abbreviations: MHC = Mental Health Conditions; Veterans Health Administration (VA); length of stay
(LOS); fiscal year (FY); OBS (Observation); EXT (Extended Care); Poss. = Possible



