
Appendix: Effect of sequential data assembly Steps and data cleaning Stages upon FY03 Length 

of Stay (LOS) Calculations, by MHC status.  Denominator n = 911,451. 

 LOS, mean, days 

  Stage A Stage B Stage C 

 MHC MHC MHC 

STEP Yes Poss. No Yes Poss. No Yes Poss. No 

1: Bedsection FY03 17.7 16.2 13.6 17.0 15.7 13.2 16.4 15.1 12.6 

2: OBS FY03 17.3 15.8 13.1 16.6 15.3 12.8 16.0 14.6 12.2 

3: EXT FY03 36.6 31.3 20.4 27.5 24.6 17.4 26.4 23.4 16.5 

4: Census FY03 51.6 43.6 27.2 34.0 32.8 21.3 32.7 31.4 20.3 

5: NonVA FY03 51.0 43.1 26.9 33.7 32.5 21.1 32.4 31.1 20.1 

6: Fee FY03 56.1 46.9 28.6 39.1 36.5 22.9 36.2 33.6 21.3 

7: FY04 Records 82.1 69.2 40.5 47.1 45.6 27.3 36.7 34.0 21.5 

8: Fee FY04 82.3 69.3 40.5 47.8 46.1 27.4 37.1 34.3 21.6 

9: FY05 Records 108.0 90.4 50.2 52.5 51.1 29.6 37.3 34.4 21.7 

10: Fee FY05 107.9 90.3 50.1 52.4 51.1 29.6 37.2 34.4 21.7 

 

Note: In this Appendix, the Possible MHC cases are also included, and their mean LOS is reported.  This 
table is otherwise the same as Table 3.  The Stages were Stage A (original record); Stage B (delete days 
prior to the first day of FY03 and after the last day of FY03; Stage C (consolidate overlapping stays).  
 
Abbreviations: MHC = Mental Health Conditions; Veterans Health Administration (VA); length of stay 
(LOS); fiscal year (FY); OBS (Observation); EXT (Extended Care); Poss. = Possible 
 


