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NOTICE TO CONTRIBUTORS

Purpose and Scope
The Journal of Rehabilitation Research and Development, published

quarterly, is a scientific engineering publication in the multidisciplinary
field of disability rehabilitation . General priority areas are : Prosthetics
and Orthotics ; Spinal Cord Injury and Related Neurological Disorders;
Communication, Sensory and Cognitive Aids ; and, Gerontology. The
Journal receives submissions from sources within the United States
and throughout the world.

Only original scientific rehabilitation engineering papers will be
accepted . Technical Notes describing preliminary techniques, proce-
dures, or findings of original scientific research may also be submitted.
Letters to the Editor are welcome . Books for review may be sent by
authors or publishers . The Editor will select reviewers.

Review Process
All scientific papers submitted to the Journal are subject to critical

peer review by at least two referees, either editorial board members
or ad hoc consultants, who have special expertise in a particular sub-
ject. To ensure objectivity, anonymity will be maintained between the
author(s) and the referees . The final decision as to the paper's suita-
bility for publication rests with the Editor of the Journal.

Originality
Authors must confirm that the contribution has not already been pub-

lished by or submitted to another journal . The submission letter must
be signed by all authors.

Instructions to Contributors
Manuscripts should meet these requirements : 1) Papers must be

original and written in English . 2) Manuscripts must contain an
Abstract, Introduction, Method, Results, Discussion, Conclusion, and
References . 3) Manuscripts are to be typewritten on good quality 8½
x 11 inch white paper double-spaced, with liberal margins . 4) A 3½
or 5'/a inch floppy disk (nonreturnable) preferably in IBM-PC format —
generic ASCII text (if using other software version, label disk accord-
ingly) should accompany the hard copy. If using Macintosh, please so
advise in cover letter.

Abstracts : An Abstract of 150 words or less must be provided with
the submitted manuscript . It should give the factual essence of the article
and be suitable for separate publication in index journals.

Key Words : Three to ten key words, preferably terms from the Medi-
cal Subject headings from Index Medicus should be provided.

Illustrations : In preparing original drawings or graphs, authors should
use black or India ink . Professional lettering is required . Lettering should
be large enough to be read when drawings are reduced . Black and white
computer-generated graphics are acceptable. Five-by-seven-inch glossy
print photographs are preferred ; good black and white contrast is essen-
tial . Color photographs cannot be accepted . All figures should have
legends, listed on a separate sheet.

References should be cited in the Vancouver style . They should be
typed separately, double-spaced, and numbered consecutively in the
order in which they are first mentioned in the text, with only one refer-
ence per number. The number appropriate to each reference should

be included in parentheses at the proper point in the text . "Unpub-
lished observations" or "personal communications," in which the author
has secured the permission of the person cited, should be treated as
footnotes and not be included in the numbering of references . Authors
are responsible for the accuracy of their references . Please follow
these sample formats:

Article . Gilsdorf P, Patterson R, Fisher S . Thirty-minute continuous
sitting force measurements with different support surfaces in the spinal
cord injured and able-bodied . J Rehabil Res Dev 1991 ;28 :33-8.

Chapter in a Book . Wagner KA. Outcome analysis in comprehen-
sive rehabilitation . In : Fuhrer MJ, ed . Rehabilitation outcomes . Balti-
more : Brookes Publishing Co ., 1987:233-9.

Published Proceedings Paper. Hammel JM, Van der Loos M . A voca-
tional assessment model for use of robotics technology . In : Presperin
JJ, ed . Proceedings of the 13th Annual RESNA Conference, 1990 :327-8.

Tables should not duplicate material in text or illustrations . They
should be numbered consecutively with arabic numerals cited in the
text . Each table should be typed double-spaced on a separate sheet and
should have a brief title . Short or abbreviated column heads should be
used and explained, if necessary, in footnotes.

Mathematical Formulas and Specialized Nomenclature : Traditional
mathematical treatments should be extended by adding brief narrative
notes of explanation and definitions of terms, as appropriate, to ensure
that readers of other disciplines gain the fullest understanding of the
material presented . Standard International (SI) metric units are requested
for use in all quantities in text, tables, and figures.

Permissions and Copyright
Articles published and their original illustrations (unless borrowed

from copyrighted sources) are in the public domain . Borrowed illus-
trations must contain full information about previous publication and
credit to be given . Authors must obtain permission to reproduce figures,
signed release forms for use of photographs containing identifiable per-
sons, and submit originals of those signed documents with the
manuscript.

Review of Proofs
Galley proofs will be sent to the first-named author, unless other-

wise requested . To avoid delays in publication, galleys should be checked
immediately and returned to the publishers by express mail within five
working days.

Reprints Policy/Procedures
The DVA will provide 100 reprints free of charge to the first-named

author (or other designated corresponding author) of published arti-
cles at the time of Journal distribution.

Manuscripts should be submitted to:
Editor, Journal of Rehabilitation Research and Development
Office of Technology Transfer (110A1)
103 South Gay Street — 5th floor
Baltimore, MD 21202-4051
Telephone : (410)962-1800
Fax: (410)962-9670
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